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The title of today’s sermon is: “Unmasking the Antichrist”

Let us pray…
Why present such controversial subjects such as this? God sends us truth to enlighten our minds so that we can guard against receiving error and a false system of worship which enslaves people in sin. We will start by reading the most fearful warning in the Bible describing the most terrible punishment that will ever come to humanity.  

Revelation 14:9, 10  “And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand,  The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, ...” 
In reading these two verses, God is making it very clear that if we (any man) choose to worship the beast, which is Antichrist, or even if we choose to worship the image of the beast, we are choosing the mark of the beast and thereby the wrath of God. That’s clear!

Here is a question I want you to ponder. Could a sincere Seventh-day Adventist be innocently worshipping the beast or his image? More on that later.


What we need is a positive identification of the beast (the antichrist). This newspaper suggested Prince Charles was the antichrist.

Many have speculated down the course of time that the anti-christ was some political figure like Adolph Hitler; Some were certain that it was Benito Mussolini; Others were convinced that surely it was Joseph Stalin. As time went on speculation was that the anti-christ had to be Osama bin Laden, even Ronald Wilson Reagan with 6 Letters in each name = 666. Now there are many speculators who are saying that the antichrist is Barack Obama.  
Books are written on the subject and magazines run sensational articles on the subject suggesting some political figure.

Question:   Who is the anti-christ beast? The word “antichrist” is used only four times in Scripture.  (1 John 2:18;  1 John 2:22; 4:3; 2 John 7) 
It is a transliteration of the Greek “antichristos”, a name formed from “anti” meaning against or “instead of”, or “in place of”, and “Christos” – Christ. So Antichrist  can mean all of the following: “Against Christ:” “In Place of Christ;” “In Behalf of Christ:;”  “Instead of Christ.” “Antichristos”  applies to a religious power or system which sets itself up in place of Christ.

Revelation 13:2 “… and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority.”  In the Bible, the dragon represents Satan. (Revelation 12:9) In Revelation 12, Satan worked through pagan Rome, in particlar  to destroy Jesus. 

Revelation 13:3   “And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was healed: and  all the world wondered after the beast.” The first thing we must understand about this power is that it is well known all over the world.

Revelation 13:8   “And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.”  The second thing that we can see is that this power is a universal system of worship and the beast therefore represents a political entity that is also a religious power as it receives worship.
Now we will read Revelation 13:1   “And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy.  The beast  that came up from the sea had seven heads and ten horns. In Revelation there is a lot of symbolism. We do not need to speculate on the symbols as the Bible also tells us the meaning. Let’s first deal with the “waters” as the beast came up out of the sea.
Revelation 17:1, 15   “And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked with me, saying unto me,                      Come hither;  I will shew unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon many waters: …” “And he saith unto me, the waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.” So the Bible defines the prophetic symbol of waters as populated areas;  peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.  John saw a kingdom (beast) arising in a populated area (sea).
We find in Daniel Chapter 2  a Broad Historical Outline  

Verses 1-13 tell us that a Babylonian king named Nebuchadnezzar had a dream that he could not remember. After several refusals of the wise ment to interpret the dream without the king first telling them the dream, the king issued a death decree on all the wise men in Babylon. 
Verses 14-23 reveal Daniel asking the king’s captain Arioch why the hasty decree? Daniel sought for time and he along with his 3 friends petitioned God for the interpretation, which God gave Daniel in a vision for which he blessed God. 
In verses 24-49 Daniel has an audience with the king and gives the interpretation of the dream. He told the king that in the dream he saw a great metal image with a head of gold; arms and breast of silver; stomach and thighs of brass;  legs of iron and feet of iron and clay. The dream represented the 4 ruling world empires and the succession they would follow. 
In Daniel 2:38 Daniel told the king, “Thou art this head of gold.”  Babylon-head of gold  605 – 539 BC. 
Daniel 2:39   “And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee ...”  Medo-Persia; the arms and breast of silver  539 – 331 BC. 
Daniel 2:39 “…  and another third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth.”  Greece-Stomach and thighs of brass    331 – 168 BC. 
Daniel 2:40 “And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: …”  Rome - legs of iron 168 BC - 476 AD. Rome would be the last ruling world empire.
Daniel 2:41, 42   “…  the kingdom shall be divided; … as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken.” The ten divisions of the Roman Empire-feet part of iron and part of clay. These barbaric tribes are listed as follows by most historians: the Alemanni, (today Germany); the Bergundians (today Swiss); the Franks, (today France); Lombards, (today Italy); the Saxons, (today England); the Suevi, (today Portugal); the Visigoths, (today Spain); and the last three which did exist in 476 A.D. when Rome fell, but no longer existing today were the Heruli, the Vandals and the Ostrogoths.

Using God’s prophetic principle of repeat and enlarge, we will now go to Daniel chapter 7 where we see from Daniel’s vision,  the 4 ruling world empires again, plus the introduction of the anti-christ little horn power.

Daniel 7:.2, 3  “Daniel spake and said, I saw in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of the heaven strove upon the great sea.  And four great beasts came up from the sea, diverse, one from another.  We already know that the sea represents populated areas of the earth. But what do beasts represent?
Daniel 7:17, 23 “These great beasts, which are four, are four kings, which shall arise out of the earth.”  Beasts are kings. What else?  Verse 23 “Thus he said, The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon earth, which shall be diverse from all kingdoms.” So beasts are kings or kingdoms; so Daniel saw four kingdoms rise in already populated areas.
Daniel 7:4  “The first was like a lion, and had eagle's wings:” This was the same as the head of gold in Daniel 2 and represented Babylon which ruled the world from 605 – 539 BC.

Daniel 7:5 “And behold another beast, a second, like to a bear, and it raised up itself on one side, and [it had] three ribs in the mouth of it between the teeth of it:” This was the same as the chest and arms of silver in Daniel 2  and represented Medo-Persia which ruled the world from 539 – 331 BC
Daniel 7:6 “After this I beheld, and lo another, like a leopard, which had upon the back of it four wings of a fowl; the beast had also four heads; …” This was the same as the belly and thighs of brass in Daniel 2 and represented Greece which ruled the world from 331 - 168 BC          
Daniel 7:7 “After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: it devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of it: and it was diverse from all the beasts that were before it; and it had ten horns.” This was the same as the legs of iron in Daniel 2 and represented Rome which ruled the world from 168 BC – 476 AD.         
Daniel 7:8 “I considered the horns… “ When Rome fell the ten horns represented the ten nations of Western Europe. This was the same as the ten toes in Daniel 2. There would be no more world empires ruled by men. 476 AD to the second coming.
Both Daniel 2 and Daniel 7 were prophesying the future from Babylon to the second coming.

Daniel 7:24  “And the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings that shall arise: and another shall rise after them; …”

Daniel 7:8 “I  considered the horns, and behold, there came up among them another little horn,  before whom there were three of the first horns plucked up by the roots:  and behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great things.” We need to look at the clues as to who this little horn power is.

1) Daniel 7:8 It came up among the other horns (Western Europe) This helps us to locate this Antichrist power geographically. 

2)  Since it would arise after the ten horns, (Dan.7:24),  chronologically, it would have to come up after the year 476 A.D).   

3)  “Another ‘little’ horn”  --a little kingdom with world-wide influence

4)  “. . . before whom there were three of the first horns plucked up by the roots:”  Three of the nations in 476 AD, the Heruli; the Vandals; and the Ostrogoths, would be gone, plucked up, by 538 AD.   

5)  “... and, behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of man, ...” In the Bible, eyes are a symbol of divine intelligence, insight. (Revelation 5:6; Ezekiel 1:18; Revelation 4:6, 8). This horn has "eyes" not of God but of man.  It is guided, not by the Bible but by human intelligence, human leadership, and human authority.  This power calls itself “the Holy See.” There's a visible man that speaks for it at the head of it .  .  

6)  “ . . .and he shall be diverse from the first, .  . .”  The other horns (powers, kingdoms) are political (kings), whereas this horn is different; it is both political and religious.

7) Daniel 7:8 “… and a mouth speaking great things.” 7:25 “And he shall speak great words against the most High, …”  Rev. 13:5 “… a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; …” 
So this little horn will speak great words and blasphemies.   Blasphemy!

Question:   How does the Bible define blasphemy?
John 10:30-33   “I and my Father are one.  Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him.  Jesus answered them, Many good works have I shewed you from my Father; for which of those works do ye stone me? The Jews answered him, saying, For a good work we stone thee not; but for blasphemy; and because that thou, being a man, makest thyself God.” Jesus is God but if a mortal man says he is God it is blasphemy.
Mark 2:5-7   “When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee. But there were certain of the scribes sitting there, and reasoning in their hearts, Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? who can forgive sins but God only?” Jesus is God but if a mortal man forgives men their sins, it is blasphemy.
The Bible defines blasphemy as assuming any rights or power that belong to God alone

8)  Dan. 7:25 “… and shall wear out the saints of the most High …” The term "wear out" is an old English term which means to persecute. Compare this with 7:21 "I beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against them:"  This kingdom is going to persecute, and attempt to destroy, and war against God's people.  
9) Daniel 7:25  “… and think to change times and laws: …” This is talking about changing God’s law, which does not change. This power is going to think or try to change God's times and laws.  
10)  Daniel 7:25  "and they shall be given into his hand until a time, times, and the dividing of time.” So this little horn power is to rule for a time, times and the dividing of a time. We see this time period mentioned again in: Revelation 12:14  “And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place,  where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent.”
A time was one Jewish year of   360 days; so Time = 1 year; Times = 2 years; Dividing of a time or half a time = ½ year.  

2 Times would be two years = 720 days; 

Half a time would be 180 days.   360 + 720 + 180 = 1,260 days.

This is a very important Biblical principle regarding prophecy. In Bible prophecy, one prophetic day equals one literal year. Proof texts are Ezekiel 4:6  “I have appointed thee each day for a year;” Numbers 14:34 “After the number of the days in which ye searched the land, even forty days, each day for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, even forty years.”
10)  Therefore the time the little horn power would rule and persecute the Christian church would be 1,260 prophetic days which would be 1,260 literal years. There is another scripture showing the same time period in months:
Revelation 13:5   “And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty and two months.” 42 prophetic months equals 30x42 or 1,260 prophetic days which would be 1,260 literal years.
11) Revelation 13:3   “And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast.” Revelation 13:8   “And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him,  . . .”

11)  This will be a world-wide power that is worshipped!

Who is the Beast power that meets all 11 points of identification?
We are talking about a political and religious system that controls world-wide worship. Many people are a part of this system, which is a kingdom.  

God's only purpose for bringing this out is His great love for all people and His desire to warn them and tell them the truth. Truth is never given by God to embarrass or offend anyone, but always to enlighten and to save. Our heavenly Father has been very open and honest with us in giving us all these identifying marks or clues.  
Today, sitting upon the seat of the ancient pagan Roman Empire, is the world-wide headquarters of the religious and political kingdom of the church of Rome. The Papacy. No other power on earth meets all 11 identifying marks. Few would even meet as many as three. Let’s see how it meets all 11 characteristics:
1) "Comes up among the ten."   

The Papacy arose in Rome, the capitol of Western Europe at that time.
2) "Comes up after 476 AD."  
The little horn (Papacy), the Roman Catholic system came to maturity

after 476 AD, specifically 538 AD.

Vigilius… ascended the papal chair (538 AD) under the military protection of Belisarius. History of the Christian Church, vol.3, p.327
The legally recognized supremacy of the pope began in 538 AD when there went into effect a decree of Emperor Justinian, making the bishop of Rome head over all the churches, the difiner of doctrine and the corrector of heretics.

3) “a little kingdom” 108 acres comprises the total land mass of the Papal government in Rome. It is the smallest country on earth.
4) "Would uproot 3 horns." Of the ten divisions of old Rome seven accepted the supremacy of the 

Bishop of Rome; the other three opposed his supremacy. War was made on these three. The last of these opposing powers, the Ostrogoths, were overthrown in 538 AD. This gave Papal Rome the undisputed supremacy. The 1,260 years thus began in 538 AD.   


Daniel 7:24    “…he shall subdue three kings.” Of the 10 nations Rome divided into 3 were conquered and destroyed for opposing the Papacy.

5) "A man at its head." To this day the Vatican City is the only 

kingdom that has always had a visible man at its head who’s word is law and reigns unopposed until his death.  It is the Pope who "sees" and speaks for that kingdom at all times.

6) "It would be diverse or different."  Daniel 7:24 “…he shall be 
diverse from the first…” All the precedin kingdoms had been political governments. Papal Rome is a religio-political power, with  policies being dictated by the Pope. 

7) "Spake great words and blasphemy."  

American Heritage Dictionary:  Blasphemy:  "To speak of (God or something sacred), in an irreverent or forbidden manner."  

The Bible defines blasphemy as assuming any rights or power that belong to God alone.

Ferraris's Ecclesiastical Dictionary - The pope is of so great dignity and so exalted that he is not a man, but as it were, God, and the Vicar of God.  

“For thou art the shepard, thou art the physician, thou art the director, thou art the husbandman; finally, thou art another God on earth.” From the Oration of Christopher Marcellus in the fourth session of the Fifth Lateran Council, Labbe and Cossart’s History of the Councils, published in 1672, vol 24, col.109.
On April 30, 1922, Pope Pius XI said, ‘You know that I an the Holy Father, the representative of God on earth, the Vicar of Christ, which means that I am God on the earth’.  From Revelation Four Views, A Parallel Commentary, p.288,  Nelson Publishers.

“All the names which in the Scriptures are applied to Christ, by virtue of which it is established that he is over the church, all the same names are applied to the Pope.” On the Authority of Councils, Bellarmine, book 2, chap.17 (Vol.II, p.266)  
“Confronted with the Pope, one must make a choice. The leader of the Catholic Church is defined by the faith as the Vicar of Jesus Christ (and is accepted as such by believers). The Pope is considered the man on earth who represents the Son of God, who ‘takes the place’ of the Second person of the omnipotent God of the Trinity.” From Crossing the Threshold of Hope, page 3 by Pope John Paul II  

Antichirstos or Antichrist - means men who set themselves up in the place of Christ, instead of Christ.

Encyclical Letters of Leo XIII, p.304 -   We hold upon this earth the place of God almighty.  

The Catholic Encyclopedia  -  This judicial authority will even include the power to forgive sins. “God Himself is obliged to abide by the judgment of His priests, and either not to pardon or to pardon, according as they refuse or give absolution… The sentence of the priest precedes, and God subscribes to it.” Dignities and Duties of the Priest, vol.12, p.27 
“The priest does really and truly forgive sins in virtue of the power given to him by Christ.” Joseph Devarbe’s Catechism, p.279 - 

The Associated Press, December 11, 1984  -  “Pope John Paul II … on Tuesday told Roman Catholics to seek forgiveness through the church and not directly from God.”  “The requirement for confessing sin through priests is one of the fundamental principles of Roman Catholicism.”
John 14:6   “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life:  no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”  
1 Timothy 2:5  “For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;”  

The Apostle Paul had to deal with a serious problem that arose in Thessalonica. The believers there were becoming discouraged as they though the second coming would be in their time. The believers were dying off and they wondered why Jesus had not come. Paul was shown in vision the rise and rule of the Papacy. He had to write and tell them that Jesus could not come before the rule of the antichrist, as we read in:

2 Thessalonians 2:3, 4 “Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.” Paul is describing what antichrist would become.
 “We therefore assert, define, and pronounce that it is necessary for salvation that every human being is subject to the Pontiff of Rome.” From Unam Sanctum, Pope Boniface VIII,  1302

8)  "Wears out and wars against God’s saints.”   

Daniel 7:25   “… and shall wear out the saints of the most High …”               

Revelation 13:7 “And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.” 

Western Watchman, Dec. 23, 1908 - “The church has persecuted. Only a tyro in church history will deny that.”

Public Ecclesiastical Law, vol. 2, p.142 - “The church may by divine right confiscate the property of heretics, imprison their persons and condemn them to the flames…”
Christians, called heretics were chained and taken to places of torture; Thousands were burned at the stake; Huss and Jerome were martyrs in the 15th century; there were many torture chambers and cruel methods of torture.
The noted Catholic, Thomas Aquinas, said that convicted heretics should be put to death just as surely as other criminals, because they were counterfeiters.

The History of the Rise of the Spirit of Rationalism in Europe, vol.2, p.32  -  “That the Church of Rome has shed more innocent blood than any other institution that has ever existed among mankind, … will be questioned by no Protestant who has a competent knowledge of history.”
History of Romanism, p.541, 542  -  “From the birth of popery… to the present time, it is estimated by careful and credible historians that more than 50,000,000 of the human family have been slaughtered for the crime of heresy by popish persecutors.”
The History of the Popes, vol.2, p.334  -  “Great numbers were driven from their habitations with their wives and children, stripped and naked… Many of them inhumanly massacred.”
Making their homes in the mountains, they were in constant peril for their lives. Their sanctuary was the open air amongst the rocks.

Ad Tuendam Fidem, John Paul II May 18, 1998 - Canon 1436 - 1. Whoever denies a truth which must be believed with divine and catholic faith, or who calls into doubt, or who totally repudiates the Christian faith, and does not retract after having been legitimately warned, is to be punished as a heretic or an apostate with a major excommunication; a cleric moreover can be punished with other penalties, not excluding deposition
Canon 1371  The following are to be punished with a just penalty:

  1.  a person who..., teaches a doctrine condemned by the Roman Pontiff, or by an Ecumenical Council, or obstinately rejects the teachings [of catholic faith handed down by tradition], when warned by the Apostolic See or by the Ordinary, does not retract; 

  2.  a person who in any other way does not obey the lawful command or prohibition of the Apostolic See or the Ordinary or Superior and, after being warned, persists in disobedience.

Our Country, by Josiah Strong, ch. 5  -  The pacific tone of Rome in the United States does not imply a change of heart. She is tolerant where she is helpless. Says Bishop O'Connor: 'Religious liberty is merely endured until the opposite can be carried into effect without peril to theCatholic world'... 
Every cardinal, archbishop, and bishop in the Catholic Church takes an oath of allegiance to the pope, in which occur the following words: 'Heretics, schismatics, and rebels to our said lord the pope, or his aforesaid successors, I will to my utmost persecute and oppose.'

The Catholic Encyclopedia, Vol.XIII, art."Pope."p.268. -   He (the Pope) is not subject to them (the canons of the church), because he is competent to modify or to annul them when he holds this to be best for the church.


9)  "He shall think to change times and laws." 

The Catholic Ferraris's Ecclesiastical Dictionary , article under the Pope  -  “The Pope is of so great authority and power that he can modify, change, or interpret even divine laws.  The Pope can modify divine law, since his power is not of man, but of God, and he acts as vicegerent of God upon earth with most ample power of binding and loosing his sheep.”

Decretal de Translation Espiscop. Cap. – “The Pope has power to change times, to abrogate laws, and to dispense with all things, even the precepts of Christ.”

Daniel 7:25    “…and think to change times and laws…”

Exodus 20:8-10 “Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.  Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work:  But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God…

10)  "He shall rule for a time, times, and a half a time."  
He shall rule 1260 years.

History of the Christian Church, vol.3, p.327 -  Vigilius… ascended the papal chair (538 AD) under the military protection of Belisarius.

The legally recognized supremacy of the pope began in 538 AD when there went into effect a decree of Emperor Justinian, making the bishop of Rome head over all the churches, the difiner of doctrine and the corrector of heretics.  

Question:   What happened to the beast after the 42 months?

Question:  What happened to the beast after the 1260 years?

Revelation 13:3  “And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast.”  

Church History, p.24  - The murder of a Frenchman in Rome in 1798 gave the French an excuse for occupying the Eternal City and putting an end to the Papal temporal power. The aged Pontiff himself was carried off into exile to Valance… the enemies of the Church rejoiced. The last pope, they declared, had reigned.

Napoleon sent his General Berthier to take the Pope prisoner. On February 10th1798 he (Berthier)… made his entrance into Rome, abolished the papal government and proclaimed a republic. Half Europe celebrated thinking the papacy was dead.
Revelation 13:3   “And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; …” In 1798 the Papacy received ‘a deadly wound’ - Rev 13:3; ‘a wound by a sword’ – Rev. 13:14; ‘captivity … by a sword – Rev. 13:10.

Revelation 13:3   “…his deadly would was healed.” In 1929 the Papacy was to rise again, and the wound healing period began.

San Francisco Chronicle, Feb. 11, 1929. The Roman question tonight was a thing of the past and the Vatican was at peace with Italy... In affixing the autographs to the memorable document, healing the wound... extreme cordiality was displayed on both sides.

Daily Progress, Feb. 26, 2000  -  Pope John Paul II tackled sectarian divisions Friday, prodding fellow Christian leaders to work to heal their rifts and even offering to discuss the primacy of the Roman Catholic pontiff.


11)  World-wide power

The Papacy has gained worldwide influence, prestige and prominence through the efforts of Pope John Paul II. A very popular Pope Francis is being hailed as the people’s Pope.

Revelation 13:3   “…  and all the world wondered after the beast.”  

Question:  Who did the dragon, Pagan Rome, give its power, seat and great authority to?              

Revelation 13:2  “ …and the dragon (Pagan Rome) gave him (the Beast) his power, and his seat, and great authority.”
In the Bible, the dragon represents Satan. Revelation 12:9. In Revelation 12, Satan  works through Pagan Rome to destroy Jesus.

Labianca, Professor of History, University of Rome - To the succession of the Caesar’s came the succession of the Pontiffs in Rome. When Constantine left Rome he gave his seat to the Pontiff.

Abbot’s Roman History, p.236 -The transfer of the emperor’s residence to Constantinople was a sad blow to the prestige of Rome, and at the time one might have predicted her speedy decline. 
But the development of the Church and the growing authority of the Bishop of Rome, or the pope, gave her a new lease on life, and made her again the capital – this time the religious capital – of the civilized world.

The beast receives power, seat and authority from Pagan Rome.

Revelation 13:2   “ …and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority.” 

The beast is not a person. It is a religious political system. The “seat” of a worldwide kingdom with over 1.2 billion members

The real truth about the antichrist beast power as Daniel showed us in chapter 7 and John showed us in Revelation 13 is how it became this composite beast from all of its pagan root system. In Daniel the pagan Babylon lion with eagles wings followed by the pagan Medo-Persian bear followed by the four headed pagan leopard with four eagles wings followed by the indescribable pagan Roman beast empire.  
And then from John’s perspective looking back the rise of the beast power during the seven headed, ten horned pagan Roman empire with its leopard body, bear paws and lion’s head. 
Both Daniel  and John under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit have accurately described the counterfeit, political-religious anti-christ system that deceives the whole world, yet receives its worship. It is the Papacy!

In the light of God’s word, Antichrist is unmasked!
Let us pray…
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